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Event Purpose

ÅHigh-level Overview of Project

ÅEngagement on impacts identified by the Wetôsuwetôen

ÅIdentify potential benefits to the Wet'suwet'en 

ÅNext steps 
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Tenas Project  Bathurst Resources 

ÅCommitted to a shared vision for the Project and its legacy with the Wetôsuwetôen 

ÅAdvance the Project in collaboration with inputs from the Wetôsuwetôen 

ÅReturn the land to a desired landform and use, with Wet'suwetôen participation in the Project 
planning stages to collaboratively design what the land will look like after reclamation  

ÅWealth sharing with the Wetôsuwetôen is a key partnership principle 

ÅBring relationship development, and collaboration we have with the MǕori in our New Zealand 
operations to the Tenas Project  

ÅContinued facilitation of cultural exchanges between the MǕori and Wet'suwetôen

ÅWe are determined to do things differently, better and to build and earn the trust of the 

Wetôsuwetôen

Indigenous Relationships and Participation is a Core Value 
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Tenas Project  Bathurst Resources ï Initiatives 

ÅSponsored New Zealand Trip 

ÅFunding Project Assessment Agreement with Office of Wet'suwet'en 

ÅScheduled meetings with Witset & Hereditary Chiefs 

ÅCommunity Engagement with Open Houses (May 21, 2025, in Witset, November 13 

planned in Witset, and Q2  event planned in Witset)

ÅField Programs ï site tours, regular meetings 

Reinvigorate Indigenous Engagement, and Participation 

Water Management

ÅGoal is to be below chronic BC Water Quality Guidelines for the protection of 

aquatic life in the receiving environment except for existing baseline conditions
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STEELMAKING 
COAL
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ÅNo current commercial substitute for coal for 

new steel production  

ÅInfrastructure, transportation, health, sanitation, 

and food manufacturing depend on steel  

ÅA wind turbine requires approximately 142 tonnes 

of steelmaking coal 

ÅEurope, USA, and New Zealand have designated 

steel-making coal as a Critical Mineral/Material 

Steelmaking  Coal is Key in the 

Manufacturing of Additional Steel Production 

Tenas Project  Why Steelmaking Coal? 3
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PROJECT
SUMMARY
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ÅMain Project Components situated in the Cas Yex House 

Territory as part of one of the Gitdumden Clan Territories

ÅRail Loadout situated in Kwen Bea Yex House Territory 

as part of one of the Laksilyu Clan Territories  

Tenas Project  Location 4
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Tenas Project  Key Project Components 4
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Tenas Project  Example Project Components 4
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Tenas Project  Impacts Discussion

ÅChanges to Water Quality/Quantity  

o Prevent Acid Rock Drainage 

o Does not exceed Chronic BC Guidelines for the Protection 

of Aquatic Life beyond existing baseline exceedances   

ÅDust / Noise / Greenhouse Gases  

o Meets regulatory guidelines for noise/dust at closest receptors. 

Connected to BC grid. Low Production means low GHG emissions.  

Investigating electrification of equipment.   

ÅChanges to Wildlife Habitat  

o Offset funds and habitat reclamation for Caribou 

o Wildlife Management Plans  

ÅChanges to Fish Habitat

o Potential for effects to fish habitat due to Project activities that may require offsetting

ÅEffects on First Nation Rights and Title  

o Working with Wetôsuwetôen to understand their use and connection to the land  

o In collaboration with the Wet'suwetôen, address, manage and mitigate impacts and include these 

in benefit agreements that also detail how benefits of the Project are to be shared 

Project is Designed to Incorporate the Mitigation Hierarchy 

Avoid

Minimize

Restore On -Site

Offset

Mitigation Hierarchy 
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CARIBOU
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ÅHigh Elevation Winter/Summer Habitat 

o Minimal disturbance and avoidance of development 

in high elevation core habitat 

o Reclamation of existing footprints/disturbance 

o Management of sensory disturbance

o Reduce human interactions

ÅLow Elevation Potential Winter and Movement Habitat 

o Limit early seral forage to mitigate predation pressure 

o 65% undisturbed/restored habitat target 

o Identify and retain/enhance capable low-elevation caribou winter 

range within the low elevation caribou habitat

o Retain/improve caribou movement habitat 

HOW? 

Tenas Project  Caribou

GOAL = Self -Sustaining Caribou Population for Telkwa Range
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Tenas Project  Caribou 5
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Tenas Project  Caribou 5

18



Tenas Project  Caribou 5
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Effects Assessment  Project Effects to Caribou Habitat

ÅBaseline for Estimating Effects 

o Cut blocks, burns and secondary roads restored and regenerated 

o Only existing permanent disturbance remains in the effects assessment 

o Assumes the Project is the only source of future disturbance 

MOST PRECAUTIONARY APPROACH

ÅDirect Effects 

o Direct loss of caribou biophysical attributes 

o Project Footprint in high-elevation, core range 

o Project Footprint in low-elevation, capable caribou winter range habitat 

o Project Footprint in Type 1 matrix, caribou movement 

Project will not result in enrichment of the prey -predator system, which is the 

most important proximal driver of caribou decline

ÅIndirect Effects 

o Sensory disturbance effects on caribou  

o Applied 3.6 km buffer to footprint of the open pit in high elevation, 2.1 km in low elevation

o Applied 800 m buffer to other Project Infrastructure in high elevation, 300 m in low elevation  

These are precautionary buffers without clear empirical evidence 
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Tenas Project  Net Effects to Caribou Habitat

ÅHigh elevation, caribou core range 

o 3.4 ha direct effect 

o 1,279.0 ha indirect effect 

ÅLow elevation, capable caribou winter range habitat 

o 57.0 ha direct effect 

o -17.9 ha indirect effect 

ÅLow elevation, Type 1 matrix caribou movement habitat 

o 812.4 ha direct effect 

o 1,662.4 ha indirect effect 

ÅIn discussion with regulatory agencies to come to consensus on appropriate offsetting and 

in -lieu payments
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WATER

6

22



ÅProject is Designed to Prevent  Acid Rock Drainage (ARD) 

ÅUtilizing the ARD triangle the methods available 

to prevent ARD are:

o Limit access to water 

o Limit access to oxygen 

o Blending of materials to neutralize 

sulphide minerals  

ÅCurrent methodology is to 

limit the access to oxygen by 

putting material identified as 

potentially acid generating 

(PAG) underwater 

Tenas Project  Water  Acid Rock Drainage 6
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ÅSubmerging PAG material underwater can be achieved by: 

o Excavation of storage pits into the overburden 

o Constructing dams above existing topography to create storage ponds 

o Combination of the above

ÅExisting Plan is through the construction of dams as it has the most engineering control 

of options above 

Tenas Project Water Acid Rock Drainage 6
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ÅMaterial identified as PAG if the neutralizing 

potential of the carbonate minerals in the rock 

is less than double the acid potential of the 

sulphide minerals 

Tenas Project  Water  Acid Rock Drainage

ÅOther materials such as topsoil, overburden, 

and construction materials will also be tested 

on a volumetric basis 
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ÅProject is Designed to minimize neutral metal leaching: 

o Construction of diversion channels 

o Construction of non-PAG piles from the bottom up using 2 to 5-meter lifts to promote 

compaction and reduce air flow 

o Final sealing of materials with an overburden cover to further reduce air flow and water ingress 

o Progressive reclamation to reduce amount of material exposed to weathering and potential 

leaching

ÅSedimentation ponds designed to meet federal standard of 35 mg/L to reduce concentration 

of total parameters into the environment 

Tenas Project Water Neutral Rock Drainage 6
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ÅNumerous and meaningful source control measures and best management 

practices have been incorporated into the design of the Project to prevent 

adverse effects to water, including:   

o PAG rock will be permanently inundated in management ponds to prevent 

neutral leaching and formation of acid rock drainage

o The management ponds will be lined by low-permeability bentonite to reduce 

recharge of groundwater

o Non-acid generating rock backfilled into the open pit in thin lifts and will be 

progressively reclaimed and covered in a manner that will minimize oxidation 

and metal leaching

o Attenuation of effluent in Tenas Control Pond and pacing of discharge

o Erosion prevention and sediment control in sedimentation ponds 

o Clean water diversions to route water around Project activities 

o Incorporation of Blasthole Liners to reduce nitrogen losses  

ÅThe mitigation measures included in the Project design can be considered 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for managing water quality of site effluent 

Tenas Project  Water Management 6
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